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Welcome 

We have a diverse group of parishioners at Trinity. Ages range from infancy 

up, with a wide representation in most groups. Many of our members are 

drawn from the Northwestern State 

University faculty and staff, while others 

are newcomers to town or members of 

families who have been here for 

generations.   We take full advantage of 

the flexibility of the Book of Common 

Prayer, varying our selection of rites and 

prayers within those rites depending on 

the season of the church year. 

Our music is a source of great pleasure to 

us. We have an excellent organist and a 

small, enthusiastic choir which employs 

the talents of both church members and 

Northwestern State University music 

students. Children are most emphatically 

welcomed at our services; as a courtesy to 

parents we do offer nursery care during our 10:30 service. And, like most 

Episcopal churches, we have a coffee hour following the service, as well as 

pancake breakfasts and potluck luncheons several times a year.  

  



 
 

Our Call                           

Trinity Church of Natchitoches, LA, is searching for a new rector who 

represents a pastoral tradition of caring and strong leadership, and who is 

enthusiastic about supporting the continued growth of a diverse, family-

friendly congregation in a picturesque, historical setting. 

In this Profile, we invite you to get to know our congregation, to explore our 

history, traditions, and spiritual vigor, and to appreciate Trinity’s current 

strengths as well as its challenges for the future.  

We seek a rector who shares our desire for an effective partnership of 

ordained and lay ministry as well as our sense of religious commitment within 

our church, our beautiful and historic town of Natchitoches, and in 

partnership with our Diocesan leadership and worldwide missions. We hope 

that this Profile will enable our new rector – an individual of faith, ability, and 

passion -- to understand what the worship of God means to us and to embrace 

our optimism and anticipation at Trinity’s bright future.   

 

Our Mission  

To celebrate God through worship, study, and fellowship and to reach out to 

our church family, to the members of our community, and to a world in need 

of God’s love. 

  



 
 

Our Vision 

Building on our history and Episcopal traditions, Trinity continues to be called 

to participate as fully as 

possible in God’s 

mission.  

Trinity Episcopal Church 

has a 155-year history in 

the community. Our 

beautiful building is not 

only a home for our 

ministry, but also an 

important historic place. 

Trinity seeks to revive its 

history of community 

leadership while growing 

in spiritual connection and numbers. 

It is important to maintain the core components that represent who we are as 

a parish, while also embracing change. Our vision calls us to:  

 Provide a vibrant spiritual home that inspires, befriends and nurtures 

our members  

 Help new families looking for a spiritual home find their place in our 

community  

 Nurture, develop and strengthen children as good Christians and 

develop meaningful programs that integrate them into parish life  

 Strengthen pastoral care  

 Increase our focus on outreach and turn ideas into actions  

  



 
 

Our History 

Trinity Episcopal Church carries with it many memories and associations 

dating back to pre-Civil War days. It was the first non-Catholic church in 

Natchitoches and the third Episcopal Church in Louisiana. 

The building itself is of Gothic-Norman architecture; the exterior walls, of 

masonry, vary in thickness from 22 to 28 inches. The interior is spanned by 

large laminated wood arches, which resemble a wagon vault. All beams are 

tied directly into the brickwork. The wood flooring is of hand-cut timber. A 

sturdy, buttressed bell tower gives added dignity to the main structure. The 

bell, said to be of one-third silver, was cast especially for this church at the 

Troy Bell Foundry of Troy, New York. 

Work on the building was begun in 1857. The life of the congregation, 

however, antedates the building. The first Episcopal service in Natchitoches 

was held in the Court House on Sunday, March 31, 1839, with the Rt. Rev. 

Leonidas Polk, missionary bishop of the Southwest, as the officiant. Parish 

Register entries date back to May 23, 1841.  

On March 22, 1843, the Church was formally incorporated by act of the 

Louisiana legislature, largely through the efforts of Bishop Polk, who would 

become the Civil War’s famed “Fighting Bishop.” The first permanent place of 

worship for the congregation was a converted store building on the corner of 

Front and Trudeau streets, which was used from 1843 to 1857. In 1855, the 

congregation purchased land on the corner of 

Trudeau and Second, just one block behind the first 

church. Bishop Polk laid the cornerstone in April 

1857. Regular services began in the building on Ash 

Wednesday, 1858, although, at the time, only the 

walls, floor and ceiling were completed. 

A large percentage of funds for the building were 

given by Major General J. Watts de Peyster of Tivoli, 

New York, in memory of his daughter Maria, who 



 
 

died in 1857. General de Peyster also gave the church an organ, the tower bell 

(which is inscribed “West Troy Bell Foundry, NY 1857. Presented to Trinity 

Church, Natchitoches by J. Watts de Peyster as a token of respect and regard for 

Thomas Scott Bacon, its first rector and his friend”). The beautiful communion 

vessels, still in use today, were another of General de Peyster’s gifts to our 

church. 

From a history of the church found in our 

original parish register:  ”On Thursday 

morning at 11 o'clock, ‘Trinity Church’ 

Natchitoches, Louisiana was Consecrated to 

the service of Almighty God, according to 

the rites, doctrine, and discipline of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 

States of North America, by the Rt. Rev. G. P. 

B. Wilmer, assisted by the Rev. A. J. Tardy of 

New Orleans, La. This occurred on the 

seventh day of November, in the year of our 

Lord 1878.”  In 1900 General de Peyster 

again gave generously toward Trinity’s renovation, which was celebrated with 

a special service on May 27, 1900. 

Trinity’s baptismal font was donated by the women of the church in 1898. It is 

still used regularly today, with only the inside bowl having been replaced. The 

rest of Trinity’s furnishings date from 1878 to 1900, although the original pipe 

organ was replaced many years ago. The altar windows are original, diamond 

panes with the popular fleur de lis design. In 1958 the current memorial side 

windows of stained glass replaced previous decorations.     

In 1917, the 60th anniversary of the present church building was celebrated 

with a special service on June 3. The service included a history of the 

congregation prepared by the contemporary rector, The Reverend J. Orson 

Miller.  

The parish hall and classroom wing was added in 1962. It was designed to 

blend effectively with the architecture of the original building. The 1960’s also 



 
 

brought the establishment of the Trinity Episcopal Preschool, located in the 

new wing. The Preschool, which has become an important social/educational 

force in the Natchitoches community, at first operated on a half-day basis. 

More recently, it has become an all day facility.  

In 2003, the front porch was extended and a ramp was added to provide 

easier access to the church. This design also sought to remain true to the style 

of the original building, while accommodating the needs of all who wish to 

worship here. 

In May 2008, the ramp was dedicated 

in memory of Charlie Harrington and in 

honor of the ministry of The Reverend 

Richard M. Flynn, our rector from 1998 

until 2004. 

More recently, in 2011, Trinity 

acquired land adjacent to our new 

wing, as well as a newly renovated 

administrative structure on Touline 

Street. This expansion of facilities has improved the accessibility and quality 

of office services, as well as providing additional counseling and meeting 

spaces. It also includes a new venue for the Rector’s Office. 

Also in 2011, a Columbarium was installed in Trinity’s Bell Tower. This is a 

permanent structure made up of niches, which contain the ashes of loved 

ones. This installation is a natural extension of the church’s role as home for 

the sacraments, which members experience at different stages of their 

spiritual journeys. It is a holy space designed to bring peace to all those who 

enter. 

  



 
 

We salute all of Trinity’s Rectors in its long history, who have contributed so 

much to the spiritual growth and traditions of our church. Recent Trinity 

Rectors include:  

 2006-2014—The Rev. Catherine M. Thompson 

 2004-2006—The Rev. Elizabeth R. Ratcliff (Interim) 

 1998-2004—The Rev. Richard M. Flynn 

 1982-1998—The Rev. Richard Taylor 

 

  



 
 

Ministry/Parish Life 

Trinity sponsors, hosts, and encourages a wide variety of activities.  The goal 

is to include all members in some way.  Numerous events, activities, classes 

and groups appeal to a broad spectrum of our church members. 

Worship Services 

Sunday 

9:00 a.m. Rite II. Eucharist, 

with Sermon 

10:30 a.m. Rite II. Eucharist 

with Sermon 

Wednesday 

5:15 p.m. Informal 

Eucharist in Parish Hall 

Monday - Thursday 

9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 

 

Ministries of Trinity 

Adult Learning 

Adult Christian Formation 8:00 a.m. Sunday  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast – Meets second and fourth Monday of each 

month 

Women’s Coffee – Meets monthly  

Building and Grounds 

Fall and spring campus “cleaning” days 

Hanging of the greens: Decorates the Sanctuary for Christmas 

 

Children and Youth Ministries 

Christian Formation for children 10:30 a.m. Sunday, September to May 

Youth Group – Provides opportunities for youth fellowship through a 

variety of youth events 



 
 

Pre-School – A full day program serving 3 and 4 year old students 

Children’s Choir – Provides music for special occasions 

Canterbury provides programs for students who attend the Louisiana 

School for Math Science and the Arts as 

well as Northwestern State University. 

  

Fellowship 

Coffee hour after Sunday services 

Bi-monthly Pot-Luck lunches 

Bi-monthly Pancake breakfasts 

Women’s Coffee gatherings  

 

Outreach 

Supports  CASA- A group of volunteers 

who advocate for the abused and neglected children in the juvenile 

court system. 

Supports Kairos prison ministry with volunteers and cookies. 

Provides a meeting space for Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 
Sponsors a Red Mass seeking guidance for all those who work for 

justice, including judges, attorneys, first responders, and government 

officials. 



 
 

Participates in Soles4Souls, providing shoes for those in need. 

Hosts an annual gift fair benefitting international missions 

Provides scholarships for choir members and hosts recitals 

Hosts Lessons and Carols:  An annual Christmas event highlighted by 

special readings and music. 

 

Prayer 

Daughters of the King:  

International women’s order 

committed to prayer, Bible study 

and outreach. 

 

Worship 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Chalice 

bearer at the altar. Takes and 

serves communion to church 

members unable to attend services. 

Lectors:  Read Old Testament and New Testament readings during 

worship service 

Acolytes:  Assists clergy at the altar (2nd – 12th grade) 

Ushers:  Greet worshipers 

Altar Guild:  Prepares altar and sanctuary for worship services 

 

Music 

Children’s Choir:  Performs special music throughout the year.   

Adult Choir:  Sings at the 10:30 service and other special events such as 

Lessons and Carols. 

 



 
 

 

  



 
 

What We Seek In a Rector 

Past Experience: 

 Have three to five years Parish experience as Rector or Assisting 

Priest/Curate. 

 Have a demonstrated leadership, with both organizational and 

administrative skills. 

Personal Theology: 

 Be well-grounded in Biblical theology, respecting differences in 

opinions and lifestyles, while honoring the traditions of the Episcopal 

Church.   

 Be able to relate the word of God to people of all backgrounds. 

 Have a visible prayer life. 

 

Liturgy and Style: 

 Be equally at home with traditional and contemporary services, 

respecting and valuing the liturgical styles of each.   

 Recognize the importance of music in the liturgy.   

 Be able to connect with all generations through creative and flexible 

worship opportunities. 

 

Leadership and Relationship Qualities/Behaviors:  

 Believe it is important to lead and equip the parish, focused on its 

mission, values, and vision, while helping us to live towards God’s will 

for our church.   

 Be open to new ideas, listen to others, and objectively consider all ideas 

and opinions.   

 Build and entrust teams, empower others, and delegate appropriately.   

 Be present and involved with staff, lay leaders, and the congregation in 

an outgoing manner.   

 Have both strong pastoral and listening skills, in order to be nurturing 

and accepting of all people. 



 
 

 

Decision Making Style: 

 Work collaboratively with vestry, lay leaders, and staff when making 

decisions 

 Seek consensus to effectively develop and maintain mission and vision.   

 Be decisive.  

 Be open to discuss new ideas. 

 

Communication Style: 

 Be open to everyone in the congregation.  

 Develop a consistent message in a clear voice.   

 Protect confidentiality, yet be honest in all things 

 

Spiritual Life: 

 Have a personal relationship with God and a disciplined prayer life.   

 Be an example to us all, recognizing that we are all on a personal 

journey of faith. 

 Do not be afraid of expressing your walk with God.   

 Use sermons to preach, inspire, and teach.   

 

Pastoral Specialties (priority order): 

 Preacher/Worship Leader: Preach with clarity and challenge 

minds.  Make the Scriptures relevant in people’s lives. 

 Leader:  Make decisions and motivate others. Delegate when 

appropriate.  

 Pastoral Care: Care for people so they are nurtured and 

challenged to grow within the community of faith.  Reach out to 

those who are not able to attend services. 

 Educator: Help people read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

scripture. 

 Administrator: Manage the affairs of the congregation, in 

conjunction with the Vestry. 



 
 

 Theologian: Demonstrate application of Biblical knowledge to 

everyday life. 

 

In summary: 

Our new Rector should have the ability to lead the church while also 

being actively engaged with the congregation. This should be someone 

who can model our mission statement with enthusiasm and energy 

while caring for us all. 

  



 
 

Parish Statistics/Demographics 

Parish statistics for the 2013 calendar year 

 Communicants in good standing: 133  

 Households: 89  

 Total membership:  147 

 

Averages 

 Sunday Attendance: 94 

 Adult Formation: 5 – 6 year round  

  15-20 Lenten/Advent studies 

 Middle & High School: 8 - 10 

 Children’s Sunday School: 8 - 10 

 

Trinity Preschool 

 Students:   39 

  Full-time  29 

  Part-time  10 

 Staff:   6 

 

Demographics 

The respondents to our parish survey reflected strong representation in the 

35 to 75 year old age groups with our largest responding group was aged 55 

to 64.  

Respondents are predominantly white, married (66%) and have earned 

college degrees (20%) or post graduate degrees (59%). 

 Participants are nearly evenly split between full-time employment and 

retirement with average incomes above the poverty level for our area and 

with 24% at or above the $100,000.00 per year income range. 



 
 

High percentages (76%) of our survey respondents typically attend at least 

one worship service a week and have a strong preference for Rite II liturgy 

(76%). Additionally, a high percentage of respondents participate in 

fellowship (74%) and outreach.  

  



 
 

Financial Resources 

Thanks to the generous giving and faithful stewardship exercised by our 

congregation and Vestry over the past year, we were able to end the year 

2013 with a surplus of just under $3,800.00. This surplus, when added to our 

prior savings balance, allowed us to begin the year 2014 with savings of just 

over $62,000.00 in our General Operations fund. Our other funds (RRR, 

Touline Property, Outreach and Altar Guild) exhibited similar growth which is 

reflected in the balance sheet below: 

Income 
 Pledge and Other Operations Income  111,896.42 

 Prior Year Pledge  3,087.00  

 Other Operations Income   61,861.24 

 Diocesan Canterbury Ministry Contribution     2,000.00 

 Building Use Income     3,701.25 

 Preschool Building Use Income     1,440.00 

 Investment Income      6,752.74 

Total Income 190,738.65 

 

Expenses 
 Diocesan Asking   20,070.00  

 Seminary Assessment     1,784.00 

 Diocesan Convention        759.68 

 Rector’s Total Compensation                                                               78,758.44 

 Non-Clergy Compensation   36,147.59 

 Administrative Expenses     6,912.63 

 Cleaning and Kitchen Supplies        842.47 

 Christian Education and Worship     1,886.99 

 Music program     5,713.02 

 Congregation/Staff Relations     1,632.51 

 Buildings, Grounds and Equipment   18,658.82 

 Utilities   13,355.67 

 Outreach                                341.67 

 Miscellaneous          90.45 

Total Expense 186,953.94 

* More detailed figures are available upon request. 



 
 

Staff 

Clergy:   

The Reverend Richard Taylor, Rector locum tenens 

Staff: 

Caroline Abreu, Office Administrator 

Melinda Zolzer, Treasurer 

Susan Begnaud, Director of Preschool 

Kristine Coreil, Organist/Choirmaster  

Vestry 

Vestry members of Trinity Episcopal Church are elected every January at the 

Annual Meeting.  The Vestry consists of the Rector and nine voting members.  

The nine voting members each serve three year terms, with three voting 

members rotating off every January.  Each voting member must take a break 

in service at the end of his/her three year term (cannot be elected to 

successive terms).  Two of the nine voting members are appointed by the 

Rector as Senior Warden and Junior Warden.  The remaining seven voting 

members take on specific responsibilities, such as stewardship, membership, 

buildings and grounds.  The Vestry meets monthly to consider the business of 

the Parish and holds ad hoc meetings as needed. 

The current Vestry, with Fr. Richard Taylor as Rector locum tenens, consists of 

the following voting members:

Peter Yacoe, Senior Warden 

Doug Feibel, Junior Warden 

Kathleen Smith 

Marian Keator 

Michael Landry 

Eric Carter 

Jan Flynn 

Heath Boddie 

Mary Linn Wernet 



 
 

Our Facilities 

Our facilities consist of 

approximate 1-acre lot with four 

distinct structures:  (A) the 

church proper (sanctuary, 

narthex, choir/organ loft, 

sacristy), (B) an attached  parish 

hall (a large gathering place, 

kitchen, storage, and two 

classrooms for our pre-school), 

(C) an attached two-story 

building with administrative 

space for the preschool and 

classrooms for Christian 

education, and (D) a  separate 

building (acquired in 2011), 

providing room for a comfortable 

private office for the rector, 

offices for the administrative 

staff, a small library/conference 

room, and an area for choir 

practice. 

Our church and grounds have had many contributions of 

time, talent and treasure from our parishioners over the 

years.  These include vestments, linens, and other 

assorted robes; the baptismal font, hand-stitched 

kneelers for the altar, icons including stations of the 

cross, along with many others.  Our church and grounds 

offer beautiful and serene places to worship, meditate, 

and grow as Christians. 



 
 

Trinity Episcopal Preschool 

Our oldest and most consistent outreach to the 

Natchitoches community has been through Trinity’s 

preschool program.  This nearly fifty-year old 

program currently serves 42 three and four-year-old 

students.  Every day Trinity Episcopal Church 

confirms our Baptismal vows to children throughout 

the community by our ministry to its preschoolers.  

Under the direction of Mrs. Susan Begnaud, a Trinity 

parishioner, the school incorporates a daily chapel 

service with Bible stories and songs into its 

developmentally appropriate educational program. 

The school is financially sound and has been able to 

renovate and update the parish facilities and 

equipment that it uses. 

 

 



 
 

Our Community 

Established in 1714, Natchitoches is the oldest continually occupied European 

settlement in the entire Louisiana Purchase Territory. The parish is dotted 

with 18th and 19th century structures, some dating back to the American 

Revolution. Most of downtown, including Trinity Episcopal Church, is in the 

National Historic Landmark District. The district sits on the west side of Cane 

River Lake, which runs through the middle of town. Churches and buildings 

from the mid-19th century line the district’s French-named streets. The brick 

main street runs along the lake 

and is lined with wrought iron-

laced buildings and stately oak 

trees. 

 The city is home to 

Northwestern State University. 

With an enrollment of about 

10,000 students, the university 

enriches the community with an 

array of musical, theater, and 

other arts events as well as with a wide range of sporting events, including 

football, basketball, baseball, soccer, and softball. Natchitoches supports a 

growing public school system which includes the NSU Elementary and Middle 

Lab Schools and the Natchitoches Magnet School. Natchitoches is the site of 

the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts, a state-funded, 

residential high school for the state’s academic high achievers and artistically 

talented students. The city has several parochial schools, including St. Mary’s 

Catholic School. 



 
 

Natchitoches has repeatedly been 

recognized as a premier tourist 

attraction and has been designated by 

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine 

as one of America’s top six places to 

retire. Natchitoches’ virtual yearlong 

festival season begins with our own 

Mardi Gras and concludes with our 

Christmas Festival, which is ranked as 

one of the nation’s top 25 family 

events. In between are the Creole Heritage Festival, the Natchitoches Jazz 

Festival, the Folk Festival, the Arts and Crafts Festival, the Meat Pie Festival, 

and the Tour of Homes.  The city’s newest attraction is the Louisiana Sports 

Hall of Fame and Northwestern Louisiana History Museum. Natchitoches’ 33-

block historic district features excellent restaurants and shops. There are also 

five shopping centers offering an assortment of goods and services. 

Alexandria and Shreveport, two of the state’s major urban centers, are within 

an hour’s drive. Both cities have international airports. 

Natchitoches has over 30 physicians with specialties in family medicine, 

surgery, cardiology, orthopedics, pediatrics, obstetrics/gynecology, 

ophthalmology, optometry, internal medicine, and radiology. The city has its 

own hospital—the Natchitoches Regional Medical Center—which is affiliated 

with Christus Health System.  

Recreational activities are available year round, both through an extensive 

municipal park and recreational sports system and a variety of private teams. 



 
 

The city provides youth baseball and soccer, lighted tennis courts, and 

swimming pools. There are two golf courses in town and several others within 

an hour’s drive. For those who prefer the outdoors, Natchitoches is 

surrounded by the Kisatchie National Forest which provides hiking, biking, 

hunting, and fishing opportunities. Additional information can be found at 

www.natchitoches.com and www.natchitochesla.gov. 

 

  



 
 

A Message to our Candidates 

Thank you for your interest in the position of rector at Trinity Episcopal 

Church, Natchitoches, Louisiana. If you wish to apply for this position, please 

send the following documents, in electronic form, to The Very Reverend 

Ronald Clingenpeel, rhclingenpeel@yahoo.com 

 Current Office of Transitions Ministry (OTM) portfolio. This is from the 

Episcopal Church web site and must be completed in full. 

 A one-page statement outlining your particular skills. 

 A list of three references, at least two of which are to be lay people (one 

of whom must be related to your current place of ministry). Please add 

contact information for each.  

 A one-paragraph statement as to why you are interested in leaving your 

current call. 

 A one-paragraph statement as to why you are seeking a call in Western 

Louisiana. 

 A two-paragraph statement as to your understanding of priesthood in 

the Episcopal Church. 

The Very Rev. Ronald Clingenpeel 

Transitions Consultant 

rhclingenpeel@yahoo.com 

For more information: 314-249-5908 

 

 

You are also encouraged to contact the Search Committee Chair, David Zolzer, 

at any time.  

David Zolzer 

davidgz236@gmail.com 

318-332-7855 evenings and weekends 

 

mailto:rhclingenpeel@yahoo.com?subject=Trinity%20Episcopal%20Church%20Rector%20Search
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/transition-ministry
mailto:rhclingenpeel@yahoo.com?subject=Trinity%20Episcopal%20Church%20Rector%20Search
mailto:davidgz236@gmail.com?subject=Trinity%20Rector%20Search


 
 

The Diocese of Western Louisiana and the Trinity Search Committee will 

respond as quickly as possible to all communications.   

The committee will begin reviewing and screening as soon as the candidate’s 

materials are received.  Skype interviews will be scheduled after the screening 

process. 

Thank you for your interest in Trinity Episcopal Church.  We are looking 

forward to getting to know you! 

Search Committee 

David Zolzer, Chair 

Cindy Allen 

Shauna Hicks 

Micah Nicholson 

 

 

George Rhymes 

Tony Smith 

Shannon Wright

Trinity Episcopal Church 

148 Rue Touline 

Natchitoches, LA 71457 

318-352-3113 

www.trinityparish.info 
 


